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(57) ABSTRACT

An oral aroma sampling device includes a mouthpiece which
defines an in-mouth surface and an external surface, the in-
mouth surface bearing a delivery conduit, and the external
surface bearing a manifold in communication with the deliv-
ery conduit, the manifold bearing a plurality of capillaries,
each of which capillary is the conduit for an aroma substance,
the mouthpiece additionally comprising a breathing conduit
passing from the external surface to the in-mouth surface. The
deviceis useful as part of a retronasal testing apparatus, which
allows a large variety of flavor combinations to be tested
quickly and efficiently.
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RETRONASAL DEVICE AND METHOD

The present application claims the benefit of the filing date,
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §119(e), of U.S. Provisional Applica-
tion for Patent Ser. No. 61/652,623, filed May 29, 2012,
incorporated herein by reference.

This disclosure relates to retronasal testing, and a device
and a method for such testing.

The testing of flavors has traditionally been carried out by
a tester actually tasting a sample delivered by mouth, gener-
ally by drinking (if liquid) or eating (if solid). There are a
number of problems with this approach, one being that the
means of providing the sample (cup, spoon, spatula, fluid,
food) also contacts the tongue, and can influence the percep-
tion of taste. A further problem is that there is a limit to the
number of samples a tester can evaluate as a result of carry-
over effects (lingering sensation in the mouth or nose) and
satiety. The presence of either phenomenon makes it increas-
ingly difficult for a tester to distinguish product differences.

One suggested way of avoiding this has been orthonasal
testing, that is, supplying flavors to the nose rather than to the
mouth. It is well known that a substantial element of flavour
perception actually comes from the odor, and it has been
suggested that orthonasal testing can be used to give an
approximation of the perception of foods or beverages when
evaluated by mouth. Moreover, because of the small quanti-
ties involved and the means of delivery (through a mask
applied to the nose or through sniffing from a sniffing port or
bottle), carry-over effects and satiety are substantially mini-
mized or avoided, and a tester can test many more flavors than
is possible with the traditional taste test.

However, the orthonasal methods hitherto described and
tested deliver only an approximation of the flavour sensation
experienced by tasting, and a more accurate impression is
desirable.

It has now been found that these drawbacks may be sub-
stantially overcome, and flavours can be accurately assessed
retronasally, by means of a particular apparatus and associ-
ated method. There is therefore provided an oral aroma sam-
pling device, comprising a mouthpiece which comprises an
in-mouth surface and an external surface, the in-mouth sur-
face bearing a delivery conduit, and the external surface bear-
ing a manifold in communication with the delivery conduit,
the manifold bearing a plurality of capillaries, each of which
capillary is the conduit for an aroma substance, the mouth-
piece additionally comprising a breathing conduit passing
from the external surface to the in-mouth surface.

There is additionally provided a method of retronasal test-
ing of aroma substances, comprising

(a) providing an aroma substance-providing apparatus and
an oral aroma sampling device, the aroma substance-
providing apparatus comprising a plurality of reservoirs
of'aroma substances each with a capillary delivery tube
leading to the delivery apparatus, and

(b) actuating the aroma substance-providing apparatus to
provide the aroma substances to the delivery apparatus.

There is further provided a retronasal testing apparatus,
comprising:
(a) an aroma substance-providing apparatus comprising a

plurality of reservoirs of aroma substances each with a
capillary delivery tube; and

(b) an oral aroma sampling device as hereinabove
described, which receives the capillary delivery tubes.
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The oral aroma sampling device of this disclosure com-
prises the following elements:

a mouthpiece;

a manifold with delivery conduit extending therefrom

through the mouthpiece and into the mouth;

a breathing conduit.

The mouthpiece is a piece of material shaped to fit com-
fortably within a tester’s mouth and be comfortably held
there. It can therefore be of any suitable shape or configura-
tion, or of any suitable material. This will be determined by
whether the mouthpiece is a single-use or multiple-use
mouthpiece, as in the latter case, it should be made of material
able to be repeatedly sterilised. A typical suitable material is
an elastomeric silicone rubber. However, any suitable mate-
rial may be used, and the skilled person can readily provide a
suitable material by the simple application of the skill of the
art.

A typical suitable shape comprises a cylinder having an
in-mouth end and an external end, from the in-mouth end of
which extend two elastomeric diametrically-opposed elon-
gate pieces adapted to fit against the inside of the tester’s
mouth and apply gentle pressure to hold the mouthpiece
comfortably in place. However, again, this is only one possi-
bility and the skilled person can easily provide a suitable
shape or configuration.

The manifold is mounted externally, that is, in, on or adja-
cent to the external surface. It may, for example, be directly
affixed to the external surface, or joined thereto by a suitable
member. Alternatively, it may be encased within that part of
the mouthpiece that is outside the mouth. This is a useful
embodiment if the manifold is made of a breakable material,
such as glass, in that it can offer some protection, especially if
the material of the mouthpiece is resilient, such as a silicone.

From the manifold, there extends through the mouthpiece
into the mouth a delivery conduit, typically a tube, whose
function is to transport the aroma substance. This delivery
conduit may be made of any suitable material and may be of
any desirable length. In a particular embodiment, it may be
removable and replaceable.

The mouthpiece is additionally equipped with a breathing
conduit that allows direct communication of the mouth with
the atmosphere. This allows the tester to breathe normally
while testing, thus conferring the ability to test samples con-
secutively without removing the mouthpiece. The conduit
may take any desired form. For example, it may be simply a
conduit formed in the mouthpiece and extending from the
external surface to the in-mouth surface, or it may have the
form of a tube, optionally removable, extending through the
mouthpiece. The placement of the conduit is not critical; it
may, for example, pass through the manifold, or it may bypass
it completely.

The manifold is additionally provided with a plurality of
capillaries, whose function is to convey the individual aroma
substances to the manifold for mixing and conveying to the
mouth through the delivery conduit. The number and material
of these capillaries is entirely dependent on the number of
individual aroma substances that need to be conveyed, and the
skilled person can easily provide the appropriate type and
number.

In a further embodiment, the oral aroma sampling device
comprises an additional conduit for the conveyance of liquid
aroma or gustatory substances to the mouth. This typically
has the form of a tube that passes through the mouthpiece,
bypassing the manifold, the end remote from the mouthpiece
being attached to a supply of liquid aroma or gustatory sub-
stances and associated pumping and metering equipment. [t is
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sometimes desirable that a tester also receive a liquid sample
in addition to a vapour-phase sample, and this conduit enables
this.

The individual capillaries are in turn connected to indi-
vidual reservoirs of aroma substances. These sources, in turn,
form part of an aroma substance-providing apparatus. This is
an apparatus that causes the aroma substances to move from
the reservoirs in the desired selection and quantity to the oral
sampling device. This may be achieved by any desirable
means. For example, the reservoirs may be made of an elastic
substance resistant to the particular substance, such as sili-
cone rubber, and the aroma substance being caused to move
by exerting pressure on the reservoir, by simply squeezing, or
by activating a device that squeezes the reservoirs. In another
variant, the reservoirs may be cylindrical and rigid, and hav-
ing therein a plunger at the end remote from the capillary
connection, such that the plunger can be urged towards the
capillary connection in the manner of a pump. The skilled
person can readily think of many other variants, all of which
fall within the scope of this disclosure.

In a particular embodiment, the aroma substance-provid-
ing apparatus also comprises a control unit adapted to provide
a required quantity of aroma substances from specified res-
ervoirs. Thus, specifically desired values for each aroma sub-
stance may be entered into the unit and it will then supply
those substances to the oral sampling device in the desired
quantities. In a further embodiment, this unit may be pro-
grammable, such that a series of values representing different
combinations may be entered and these then delivered to the
oral sampling device in a desired order and at a desired
interval. This allows an entire program to be entered.

In a particular embodiment, the oral aroma sampling
device is used as part of a retronasal testing apparatus. Such
an apparatus comprises an aroma substance-providing appa-
ratus comprising a plurality of reservoirs of aroma substances
each with a capillary delivery tube and a control unit adapted
to cause the provision of a required quantity of aroma sub-
stances from specified reservoirs. Typical examples of such
apparatus are the VAS™ and MiniVas™ apparatuses of
Givaudan Flavors Corp. The combination of such apparatus
with an oral aroma sampling device of the type hereinabove
described provides a uniquely useful tool for the retronasal
testing of flavor substances. The disclosure therefore also
provides a method of retronasal testing of aroma substances,
comprising

(a) providing an aroma substance-providing apparatus and
an oral aroma sampling device, the aroma substance-
providing apparatus comprising a plurality of reservoirs
of'aroma substances each with a capillary delivery tube
leading to the delivery apparatus and a programmable
control unit adapted to cause the provision of a required
quantity of aroma substances from specified reservoirs
and the oral aroma sampling device comprising an oral
aroma sampling device as hereinabove described,

(b) programming the control unit to cause the provision of
the desired types and quantities of aroma substances to
the delivery apparatus; and

(c) actuating the delivery apparatus to provide the aroma
substances to the delivery apparatus.

The use of the oral aroma sampling device hereinabove
described, especially as part of a retronasal testing apparatus
as hereinabove described, provides a testing facility of con-
siderable versatility and usefulness. With it, a tester can com-
fortably test considerably more samples than can a tester
using the methods known to the art, thereby more quickly
providing useful information to flavor formulators.
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The disclosure is further described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, which depict particular embodi-
ments, and which are not to be construed as limiting the
disclosure in any way.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a particular embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal horizontal cross-section of the
embodiment of FIG. 1.

An oral aroma sampling device, generally indicated as 1
comprises a hollow cylindrical portion 2 having cheek-en-
gaging flaps 3 at that end that goes into a mouth. These
cheek-engaging flaps are equipped on their inward faces with
bite bars 4, adapted to be held between the teeth. The portions
2,3 and 4 are molded as a single piece from a resilient silicone
resin. Into the hollow cylinder is fitted a manifold 5, of glass,
this being retained in place by resilient pressure exerted on the
manifold 5 by the cylindrical portion 2, the relative diameters
and materials being selected to permit this. The manifold is
equipped with a breathing tube 6, which is integral with the
manifold. Into the manifold is connected a plurality of capil-
lary tubes 7, each leading to individual reservoirs in a meter-
ing and pumping device, such as the Givaudan VAS™ appa-
ratus (not shown).

Inoperation, a tester inserts the cheek-engaging flaps 3 into
the mouth, and they with their integral bite bars 4 enable the
device to be held firmly but comfortably in place, while the
breathing tube 6 allows normal breathing. An operator of the
metering device can decide on a particular aroma to be tested
and program into the metering device the necessary ingredi-
ents and proportions to provide the desired aroma. The indi-
vidual ingredients travel to the manifold 5, where they mix
and provide the desired aroma to the tester. A series of such
aromas can easily be supplied in sequence, without the tester
becoming satiated.

While the aroma sampling device and method of retronasal
testing have been described above in connection with certain
illustrative embodiments, it is to be understood that other
similar embodiments may be used or modifications and addi-
tions may be made to the described embodiments for per-
forming the same function without deviating therefrom. All
embodiments disclosed are not necessarily in the alternative,
as various embodiments may be combined or subtracted to
provide the desired characteristics. Therefore, the device and
method should not be limited to any single embodiment, but
rather construed in breadth and scope in accordance with the
recitations of the attached claims.

We claim:

1. An oral aroma sampling device, comprising a mouth-
piece which comprises an in-mouth surface and an external
surface, the in-mouth surface bearing a delivery conduit, and
the external surface bearing a manifold in communication
with the delivery conduit, the manifold bearing a plurality of
capillaries, each of which capillary is the conduit for an aroma
substance, wherein each capillary is connected to a reservoir
of aroma substance, the mouthpiece additionally comprising
a breathing conduit passing from the external surface to the
in-mouth surface.

2. The oral aroma sampling device according to claim 1, in
which the device comprises an additional conduit for the
conveyance of liquid aroma or gustatory substances to the
mouth.

3. The oral aroma sampling device according to claim 1, in
which the individual reservoirs form part of an aroma sub-
stance-providing apparatus.

4. The oral aroma sampling device according to claim 3, in
which the aroma substance-providing apparatus comprises a
control unit adapted to provide a required quantity of aroma
substances from specified reservoirs.
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5. The oral aroma sampling device according to claim 4, in
which the control unit is programmable.

6. A retronasal testing apparatus comprising:

(a) an aroma substance-providing apparatus comprising a
plurality of reservoirs of aroma substances each witha 5
capillary delivery tube; and

(b) an oral aroma sampling device, which receives the
capillary delivery tubes;

the oral aroma sampling device comprising a mouthpiece
which comprises an in-mouth surface and an external 10
surface, the in-mouth surface bearing a delivery conduit,
and the external surface bearing a manifold in commu-
nication with the delivery conduit, the manifold bearing
a plurality of capillaries, each of which capillary is the
conduit for an aroma substance, the mouthpiece addi- 15
tionally comprising a breathing conduit passing from the
external surface to the in-mouth surface.

7. The retronasal testing apparatus of claim 6, in which the
device comprises an additional conduit for the conveyance of
liquid aroma or gustatory substances to the mouth. 20

8. The retronasal testing apparatus of claim 6, in which
each capillary is connected to one of the plurality of reservoirs
of aroma substances.

9. The retronasal testing apparatus of claim 6, in which the
aroma substance-providing apparatus comprises a control 25
unit adapted to provide a required quantity of aroma sub-
stances from specified reservoirs.

10. The retronasal testing apparatus of claim 9, in which the
control unit is programmable.
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